
Appendix D – Proposals for Rural Settlement Boundaries in Launditch Ward 
 

Settlement  Status - 
Recommendation 

Reasons for recommendation / change 

Beeston with 
Bittering 

Existing settlement 
boundary – Amend 
settlement 
boundary 

[BEE.1] Amend settlement boundary to 
include residential buildings to the rear of 
High House Farm, The Street – To regularise 
existing development currently outside of the 
settlement boundary.  
 
[BEE.2] Re-draw the settlement boundary to 
exclude garden land to the rear of properties 
on The Street – Settlement boundary as 
currently drawn divides rear gardens and 
follows no logical or defensible features on 
the ground.  The amended boundary would 
also exclude the potential for backland 
development which would harm the form and 
character of this part of Beeston. 
 
[BEE.3] Amend settlement boundary to 
include the curtilage of properties to the north 
of Back Lane – Settlement boundary as 
currently drawn divides the property and 
follows no logical or defensible features on 
the ground. 
 
[BEE.4] Amend settlement boundary to 
exclude the car park and garden of the 
Ploughshare Public House – To limit the 
potential for development in close proximity 
to the Public House which would undermine 
its ability to remain as a community asset.. 
 
[BEE.5] Re-draw settlement boundary to the 
rear of the shop/post office property, Chapel 
Lane – Settlement boundary as currently 
drawn  follows no logical or defensible 
features on the ground.  The proposed 
amendment ties the settlement boundary to 
the hedge to the rear of the property. 
 
[BEE.6] Re-draw settlement boundary to 
exclude properties to the north of Syers Lane 
– Settlement boundary as currently drawn 
follows no logical or defensible features on 
the ground and includes three larger 
detached properties within a reasonably 
wooded road frontage.  It is not considered 
desirable or practical to facilitate further 
infilling in this part of Syers Lane without 
harm being caused to the character.   
 
[BEE.7] Re-draw settlement boundary to 
include Holkham House and land south of 



Syers Lane – Beeston is a village which 
contains a number key facilities and presents 
a sustainable settlement for some further 
development. This part of Syers Lane is a 
small enclosed field which is well screened 
from the wider landscape and is bordered by 
residential development to the east and west.  
It is considered that it can be developed 
without harm being caused to the local 
character and is accessible to key facilities.   
 
[BEE.8] Re-draw settlement boundary to 
include land to the south of Back Lane 
adjacent to the village hall – Beeston is a 
village which contains a number key facilities 
and presents a sustainable settlement for 
some further development. This part of Back 
Lane Lane is a small enclosed field which is 
well screened from the wider landscape and 
is bordered by residential development to the 
south and west and by the village hall to the 
East.  It is considered that it can be 
developed without harm being caused to the 
local character and is accessible to key 
facilities in the village. 

Great Dunham Existing settlement 
boundary – delete 
settlement 
boundary 

Great Dunham is situated 2 miles south of 
Litcham high on the clay farmland plateau 
between Swaffham and Dereham.  The 
current settlement boundary is centred 
around development on South Green, 
Litcham Road and Castle Acre Road and this 
part of the Parish contains the Primary 
School, village hall and play area.  Elsewhere 
settlement ribbons along North Street with a 
small focus around Northstreet Green.   
 
The issue of retaining a settlement boundary 
in Great Dunham is finely balanced.  The 
Parish has a Primary School, a well used 
village hall and some employment 
opportunities (Roger Warnes Transport).  
However, on balance, the absence of some 
key day-to-day facilities such as shop and 
pub makes the sustainability of further 
development in the village questionable and 
as such it is recommended that the boundary 
be deleted.  If the Task & Finish Group is 
minded to retain the boundary then Officers 
would recommend further tightening to limit 
further infill.  

Kempstone No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Kempstone is a small, sparsely populated 
parish to the south of Litcham.  The 
population was estimated at fewer than 20 
residents in 2007 and habitation is focussed 
on Kempstone Lodge and Kempstone Manor 



Farm.  The lack of development and the very 
rural nature of the Parish means it is 
impractical in policy terms to delineate a 
coherent and purposeful settlement boundary 
in the Parish of Kempstone.  

Lexham No settlement 
boundary - No 
change proposed 

Lexham Parish contains the settlements of 
East and West Lexham, both of which are 
located in the valley floor of the River Nar.  
The Landscape Character Assessment 
emphasises the need to protect the open and 
undeveloped integrity of the river valleys of 
Breckland from further encroachment by 
development. 
 
At East Lexham, the larger of the two 
settlements, the character reflects its links to 
the Lexham Hall Estate through the 
distinctive estate houses and farm buildings.  
There is a large childrens play area at East 
Lexham but otherwise no key facilities can be 
found in the Parish. 
 
Settlement at West Lexham is focussed 
around the Church and West Lexham Hall, 
with another small hub of development to the 
south of the River Nar.  Again the character 
of West Lexham reflects strong linkages to 
the local Estate.   
 
Given the river valley landscape and the 
dispersed pattern of development it is not 
considered appropriate to draw settlement 
boundaries in Lexham Parish.  Furthermore 
the rural character of the Estate settlements 
would be at risk if further infill development 
resulted from settlement boundaries being 
defined. 

Litcham Existing settlement 
boundary – Amend 
settlement 
boundary 

[LIT.1] Amend settlement boundary to the 
rear and north of properties on Pound Lane –
. To ensure boundary reflects defensible 
boundaries on the ground. 
 
[LIT.2] Amend settlement boundary to include 
existing properties on Druids Lane and No.29 
Church Street - To ensure settlement 
boundary reflects recent development on the 
ground. 
 
[LIT.3] Amend settlement boundary to include 
properties 18 & 20 Church Street - To ensure 
settlement boundary reflects recent 
development on the ground.  
 
[LIT.4] Amend settlement boundary to include 
the existing property at 10 Church Street - To 



ensure settlement boundary reflects existing 
development on the ground. 
 
[LIT.5] Amend settlement boundary to include 
the existing property “St Swithins” on Lexham 
Road - To ensure settlement boundary 
reflects existing development on the ground. 
 

Little Dunham Existing settlement 
boundary – delete 
settlement 
boundary 

Little Dunham is a small village situated 2 
miles north of Necton and 3 miles south of 
Litcham.  The landscape around Little 
Dunham is predominantly one of clay arable 
farmland although there is distinctive 
parkland landscape around the Church and 
around Dunham Lodge to the east of the 
village. 
 
Little Dunham has until recently retained a 
village pub but this is now closed.  There is a 
small community hall and considerable areas 
of open space.  Given the absence of key 
facilities it is considered that the village is not 
a sustainable location for further growth.  It is 
proposed that the settlement boundary 
should be deleted. 

Rougham Existing settlement 
boundary – delete 
settlement 
boundary 

Rougham is a small village situated close to 
Weasenham and Lexham.  Rougham has a 
large conservation area reflecting its estate 
character and land to the west of the village 
is covered by a county wildlife site.   
 
Rougham has retained a village shop but 
there are no other key facilities and it is 
therefore considered to be an unsustainable 
location for further growth.  It is proposed that 
the settlement boundary should be deleted. 

 


